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Being church in the world
Big idea:

Be IN the world; but not OF the world

Being church in the world
“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated
me first. If you belonged to the world, it would
love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to
the world, but I have chosen you out of the world.
That is why the world hates you.” – John 15:19

Being church in the world
“I am coming to you now, but I say these things
while I am still in the world, so that they may have
the full measure of my joy within them. I have
given them Your word. The world hated them
because they are not of the world, as I am not
of the world. I am not praying that You take them
out of the world but that You protect them
from the evil one.
They are not of the world, as I am not
of the world.” – John 17:13-16

Being church in the world
Be in the world:

“He was in the world, and the world was made
through Him, and the world did not know Him.” –
John 1:10

Being church in the world
But not of the world:
“I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral
people; I did not at all mean with the immoral people
of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or
with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of
the world.
But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any
so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or
covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or
a swindler—not even to eat with such a one.

Being church in the world
For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do
you not judge those who are within the church?
But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE
THE WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.” –
I Corinthians 5:9-13

Being church in the world
“Dear friends, I warn you as "temporary residents
and foreigners" to keep away from worldly desires
that wage war against your very souls. Be careful
to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors.
Then even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they
will see your honorable behavior, and they will give
honor to God when he judges the world.” – I Peter
2:10-12

Being church in the world
For the Lord's sake, respect all human authority—
whether the king as head of state, or the officials he
has appointed. For the king has sent them to punish
those who do wrong and to honor those who do right.
It is God's will that your honorable lives should silence
those ignorant people who make foolish accusations
against you.
For you are free, yet you are God's slaves, so don't use
your freedom as an excuse to do evil. Respect
everyone, and love your Christian brothers and sisters.
Fear God, and respect the king.” – I Peter 2:13-17

Being church in the world

Be IN the world, but not OF the world so we
might be a light TO the world.

The Problem of Pain

The Problem of Pain

The Problem of Pain

The Problem of Pain

The Problem of Pain
“Either God WANTS to abolish evil, and cannot; or
He can, but does not want to; or He cannot and
does not want to. If He wants to, but cannot, He is
IMPOTENT. If HE can, but does not want to, He is
WICKED. But, if God both can and wants to abolish
evil, then how comes evil in the world?”
--Epicurus

The Problem of Pain
“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil
is for good men to do nothing”
-- (adapted) – Edmund Burke

The Problem of Pain
Is it possible for suffering, evil, and pain to exist in
the same universe as a Loving God?

The Problem of Pain
The world’s solution…

Medication; Yoga; Relaxation techniques; holistic
medicine; Counseling; etc.

The Problem of Pain
Cost in dollars:
Direct medical cost + loss of productivity = 1 trillion
dollars/year

Annual national budget: 3.8 trillion

The Problem of Pain
“If God were good, He would wish to make His
creatures perfectly happy, and if God were
Almighty He would be able to do what He wished.
But the creatures are not happy. Therefore God
lacks either goodness, or power, or both.’ This is
the problem of pain, in its simplest form."
– C.S. Lewis

The Problem of Pain
What we do see is Jesus, who was given a position
“a little lower than the angels”; and because he
suffered death for us, he is now “crowned with
glory and honor.” Yes, by God’s grace, Jesus tasted
death for everyone.” – Hebrews 2:9

The Problem of Pain
THREE things that pain accomplishes for the
Christian:

The Problem of Pain
Pain serves a purpose
Five different times the Jewish leaders gave me thirty-nine
lashes. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was
stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked. Once I spent a
whole night and a day adrift at sea.
I have traveled on many long journeys. I have faced
danger from rivers and from robbers. I have faced danger
from my own people, the Jews, as well as from the
Gentiles. I have faced danger in the cities, in the deserts,
and on the seas. And I have faced danger from men who
claim to be believers but are not.

The Problem of Pain
I have worked hard and long, enduring many sleepless
nights. I have been hungry and thirsty and have often
gone without food. I have shivered in the cold, without
enough clothing to keep me warm. Then, besides all
this, I have the daily burden of my concern for all the
churches. Who is weak without my feeling that
weakness? Who is led astray, and I do not burn with
anger?
If I must boast, I would rather boast about the things
that show how weak I am.” – II Corinthians 11:24-30

The Problem of Pain
So to keep me from becoming proud, I was given a
thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan to torment
me and keep me from becoming proud. Three
different times I begged the Lord to take it away.
Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My
power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to
boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of
Christ can work through me. That’s why I take
pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults,
hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for
Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” – II
Corinthians 12:7-9

The Problem of Pain
“We can ignore even pleasure. But pain insists
upon being attended to. God whispers to us in our
pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in
our pains: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf
world…No doubt pain as God’s megaphone is a
terrible instrument; it may lead to final and
unrepented rebellion.
But it gives the only opportunity the bad man can
have for amendment. It removes the veil; it plants
the flag of truth within the fortress of the rebel
soul.” – C.S. Lewis The Problem of Pain

The Problem of Pain
Pain is not Good, but it can be redeemed

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. God is our merciful Father and the source of
all comfort. He comforts us in all our troubles so
that we can comfort others. When they are
troubled, we will be able to give them the same
comfort God has given us.

The Problem of Pain
For the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will
shower us with his comfort through Christ. Even when
we are weighed down with troubles, it is for your
comfort and salvation!
For when we ourselves are comforted, we will certainly
comfort you. Then you can patiently endure the same
things we suffer.
We are confident that as you share in our sufferings,
you will also share in the comfort God gives us.” – II
Corinthians 1:3-7

The Problem of Pain
For the Christian, pain is for this life only

“For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we
are God’s children. And since we are his children,
we are his heirs. In fact, together with Christ we
are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to share his
glory, we must also share his suffering. Yet what
we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he
will reveal to us later.” – Romans 8:16-18

The Problem of Pain
I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home
is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be
his people. God himself will be with them. He will wipe every tear
from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or
crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.”
And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making
everything new!” And then he said to me, “Write this down, for
what I tell you is trustworthy and true.” And he also said, “It is
finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—the Beginning and the
End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the
water of life.
All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be
their God, and they will be my children.” – Revelation 21:3-7

The Problem of Pain
“For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is
taken down (that is, when we die and leave this
earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an
eternal body made for us by God himself and not by
human hands.” – II Corinthians 5:1

“And I will give to each one a white stone, and on the
stone will be engraved a new name that no one
understands except the one who receives it.” –
Revelation 2:17

The Problem of Pain
Eight days later the disciples were together again,
and this time Thomas was with them. The doors
were locked; but suddenly, as before, Jesus was
standing among them. “Peace be with you,” he
said. Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger
here, and look at my hands. Put your hand into the
wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any longer.
Believe!” – John 20:26-27

Gay Marriage
How many of you know someone who would
consider themselves Gay or Lesbian?

How many of you would say you have a friend
who considers themselves Gay or Lesbian?

Gay Marriage
We must begin with the origin story…

Gay Marriage
“God created man in His own image, in the image
of God He created him; male and female He
created them. God blessed them; and God said to
them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and ll the earth,
and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the sky and over every living thing
that moves on the earth’” -- Genesis 1:27-28

Gay Marriage
“For this reason a man shall leave his father and
his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall
become one flesh” -- Genesis 2:24

Gay Marriage
“Some Pharisees came to Jesus, testing Him and
asking, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for
any reason at all?’ And He answered and said,
‘Have you not read that He who created them from
the beginning made them male and female, and
said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two
shall become one flesh?’ So they are no longer
two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined
together, let no man separate’” -- Matthew 19:3-6

Gay Marriage
Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not
inherit the Kingdom of God? Don’t fool yourselves.
Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols,
or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice
homosexuality, or are thieves, or greedy people, or
drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of
these will inherit the Kingdom of God.
Some of you were once like that. But you were
cleansed; you were made holy; you were made right
with God by calling on the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” – I Corinthians 6:911

Gay Marriage
“You see, we don’t go around preaching about
ourselves. We preach that Jesus Christ is Lord, and
we ourselves are your servants for Jesus’ sake.” – II
Corinthians 4:5

Gay Marriage
“This is the message that the prophet Habakkuk
received in a vision. How long, O LORD, must I call for
help? But you do not listen! “Violence is everywhere!”
I cry, but you do not come to save.
Must I forever see these evil deeds? Why must I watch
all this misery? Wherever I look, I see destruction and
violence. I am surrounded by people who love to
argue and fight. The law has become paralyzed, and
there is no justice in the courts. The wicked far
outnumber the righteous, so that justice has become
perverted.” – Habakkuk 1:1-4

Gay Marriage
The LORD replied, “Look around at the nations; look and be
amazed! For I am doing something in your own day,
something you wouldn’t believe even if someone told you
about it.
I am raising up the Babylonians, a cruel and violent people.
They will march across the world and conquer other lands.
They are notorious for their cruelty and do whatever they
like.
Their horses are swifter than cheetahs and fiercer than
wolves at dusk. Their charioteers charge from far away. Like
eagles, they swoop down to devour their prey.

Gay Marriage
“On they come, all bent on violence. Their hordes
advance like a desert wind, sweeping captives
ahead of them like sand. They scoff at kings and
princes and scorn all their fortresses. They simply
pile ramps of earth against their walls and capture
them! They sweep past like the wind and are gone.
But they are deeply guilty, for their own strength is
their god.” – Habakkuk 1:5-11

Gay Marriage
“O LORD my God, my Holy One, you who are
eternal—surely you do not plan to wipe us out? O
LORD, our Rock, you have sent these Babylonians
to correct us, to punish us for our many sins. But
you are pure and cannot stand the sight of evil.
Will you wink at their treachery? Should you be
silent while the wicked swallow up people more
righteous than they?” – Habakkuk 1:12-13

Gay Marriage
Divorce rates among Evangelical Christians
today are about 26%.
Nationwide, the overall divorce rate number is
somewhere between 30-35%
In a recent study done last year by Proven Men
Ministries and the Barna group, they found that
35% of Christian men have committed adultery
and 17% of Christian women have done the
same.

Gay Marriage
Same-sex marriage is not tarnishing the marriage
ideal, Christians are. And, as Habakkuk found
out, God’s concern is primarily with HIS people
and not the wickedness of the world. In fact, God
often uses worldly wickedness as a means to
discipline God’s people.

Gay Marriage
“Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, and
the other was a despised tax collector. The Pharisee stood by
himself and prayed this prayer: ‘I thank you, God, that I am not a
sinner like everyone else. For I don’t cheat, I don’t sin, and I don’t
commit adultery. I’m certainly not like that tax collector!
I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth of my income.’
“But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift
his eyes to heaven as he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in
sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.’
I tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified
before God. For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and
those who humble themselves will be exalted.”” – Luke 18:10-14

Gay Marriage
“When I wrote to you before, I told you not to associate with
people who indulge in sexual sin. But I wasn’t talking about
unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, or are greedy, or cheat
people, or worship idols. You would have to leave this world to
avoid people like that.
I meant that you are not to associate with anyone who claims to
be a believer yet indulges in sexual sin, or is greedy, or worships
idols, or is abusive, or is a drunkard, or cheats people. Don’t even
eat with such people.
It isn’t my responsibility to judge outsiders, but it certainly is your
responsibility to judge those inside the church who are sinning.
God will judge those on the outside; but as the Scriptures say, “You
must remove the evil person from among you.” – I Corinthians 5:913

Gay Marriage
For the time has come for judgment, and it must
begin with God’s household. And if judgment
begins with us, what terrible fate awaits those who
have never obeyed God’s Good News?” – I Peter 4:17

Jesus and the Needy
“A man with leprosy came and knelt in front of
Jesus, begging to be healed…”– Mark 1:40a NLT

Jesus and the Needy

Jesus and the Needy

Jesus and the Needy

Jesus and the Needy

Jesus and the Needy
“The leprous person who has the disease shall
wear torn clothes and let the hair of his head hang
loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and cry out,
‘Unclean, unclean.’ He shall remain unclean as
long as he has the disease. He is unclean. He shall
live alone. His dwelling shall be outside the camp.”
– Leviticus 13:45-46

Jesus and the Needy
“A man with leprosy came and knelt in front of
Jesus, begging to be healed. “If you are willing,
you can heal me and make me clean,” he said.–
Mark 1:40 NLT

Jesus and the Needy
“Moved with compassion, Jesus reached out and
touched him. “I am willing,” he said. “Be healed!”–
Mark 1:41 NLT

Jesus and the Needy
“Instantly the leprosy disappeared, and the man
was healed.” – Mark 1:42

Jesus and the Needy
Then Jesus sent him on his way with a stern
warning: “Don’t tell anyone about this. Instead, go
to the priest and let him examine you. Take along
the offering required in the law of Moses for those
who have been healed of leprosy. This will be a
public testimony that you have been cleansed.” –
Mark 1:44

Jesus and the Needy
But the man went and spread the word,
proclaiming to everyone what had happened. As a
result, large crowds soon surrounded Jesus, and he
couldn’t publicly enter a town anywhere. He had to
stay out in the secluded places, but people from
everywhere kept coming to him.” – Mark 1:45

Jesus and the Needy
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not
give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us
do good to all people, especially to those who
belong to the family of believers.”– Galatians 6:910

Jesus and the Needy
“Do for one what you wish you could do for
everyone.” – Andy Stanley

Jesus and the Needy
When we follow the example of Jesus, what that
means is that we must not allow our inability to
care for everyone keep us from being kind and
generous with the one.

Jesus and the Needy
“It is a sin to despise one’s neighbor, but blessed is
the one who is kind to the needy.” – Proverbs 14:21

Jesus and the Needy
“Command those who are rich in this present world
not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth,
which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God,
who richly provides us with everything for our
enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in
good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.
In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as
a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they
may take hold of the life that is truly life.” – I Timothy
6:17-19

The issue of Generosity
“Look at the birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food
in barns, for your heavenly Father feeds them. And aren’t
you far more valuable to Him than they are?
Can all your worries add a single moment to your life?
“And why worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the
field and how they grow. They don’t work or make their
clothing, yet Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as
beautifully as they are.
And if God cares so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here
today and thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly
care for you

The issue of Generosity
Why do you have so little faith? “So don’t worry about
these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we
drink? What will we wear?’
These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers,
but your heavenly Father already knows all your
needs. Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and
live righteously, and he will give you everything you
need.
“So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is enough for
today.” – Matthew 6:26-34

The issue of Generosity
There is a difference between being GENEROUS
and being a person who simply gives.

The issue of Generosity
“Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few
seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants
generously will get a generous crop.
You must each decide in your heart how much to
give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to
pressure. “For God loves a person who gives
cheerfully.” And God will generously provide all
you need. Then you will always have everything
you need and plenty left over to share with others.”
– II Corinthians 9:6-8

The issue of Generosity
1. Generous people give with calculated purpose.

The issue of Generosity
1. Generous people give with calculated purpose.
2. Generous people are intentional in their giving

The issue of Generosity
1. Generous people give with calculated purpose.
2. Generous people are intentional in their giving
3. Generous people give cheerfully

The issue of Generosity
“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated
by the story of a man going on a trip. He called
together his servants and gave them money to
invest for him while he was gone. He gave five
bags of silver to one, two bags of silver to another,
and one bag of silver to the last—dividing in
proportion to their abilities – and then left on his
trip.” -- Matthew 25:14-15

The issue of Generosity
“The servant who received the five bags of silver
began to invest the money and earned five more.
The servant with two bags of silver also went to
work and earned two more. But the servant who
received the one bag of silver dug a hole in the
ground and hid the master’s money.” – Matthew
25:16-18

The issue of Generosity
“After a long time the master returned from his trip
and called them to give an account of how they had
used his money. The servant to whom he had
entrusted the five bags of silver said, ‘Sir, you gave me
five bags of silver to invest, and I have doubled the
amount.’
The master was full of praise, ‘Well done, my good and
faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling
this small amount, so now I will give you many more
responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’

The issue of Generosity
Next came the servant who had received the two
bags of silver, with the report ‘Sir, you gave me two
bags of silver to invest, and I have doubled the
amount.’
The master said, ‘Well done, my good and faithful
servant. You have been faithful in handling this
small amount, so now I will give you many more
responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!” –
Matthew 25:19-24

The issue of Generosity
“Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and
said, ‘Sir, I know you are a hard man, harvesting crops
you didn’t plant and gathering crops you didn’t
cultivate. I was afraid I would lose your money, so I
hid it in the earth and here it is.”
But the master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy servant!
You think I’m a hard man, do you, harvesting crops I
didn’t plant and gathering crops I didn’t cultivate?
Well, you should at least have put my money into the
bank so I could have some interest. Take the money
from this servant and give it to the one with the ten
bags of silver.” – Matthew 25:24-28

The issue of Generosity
“To those who use well what they are given, even
more will be given, and they will have an
abundance. But from those who are unfaithful,
even what little they have will be taken away.” –
Matthew 25:29

The issue of Generosity
It was always the Master’s money!

“The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it. The
world and all its people belong to him.” – Psalm 24:1
“Look, the highest heavens and the earth and
everything in it all belong to the LORD your God.” –
Deuteronomy 10:14

The issue of Generosity
Taste and see that the LORD is good. Oh, the joys
of those who take refuge in him! Fear the LORD,
you his godly people, for those who fear him will
have all they need.
Even strong young lions sometimes go hungry, but
those who trust in the LORD will lack no good
thing.” – Psalm 34:8-10

The issue of Generosity
Then he told them a story: “A rich man had a fertile
farm that produced fine crops. He said to himself,
‘What should I do? I don’t have room for all my
crops.’ Then he said, ‘I know! I’ll tear down my
barns and build bigger ones. Then I’ll have room
enough to store all my wheat and other goods.” –
Luke 12:16-18

The issue of Generosity
Then he said, ‘I know! I’ll tear down my barns and
build bigger ones. Then I’ll have room enough to
store all my wheat and other goods.
And I’ll sit back and say to myself, “My friend, you
have enough stored away for years to come. Now
take it easy! Eat, drink, and be merry!”’ – Luke
10:18-19

The issue of Generosity
“But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this
very night. Then who will get everything you
worked for?’ “Yes, a person is a fool to store up
earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship
with God.” – Luke 10:20

The issue of Generosity
Then, turning to his disciples, Jesus said, “That is
why I tell you not to worry about everyday life—
whether you have enough food to eat or enough
clothes to wear. For life is more than food, and
your body more than clothing.” – Luke 12:21-23

The issue of Generosity
Those who love money will never have enough.
How meaningless to think that wealth brings true
happiness! The more you have, the more people
come to help you spend it. So what good is
wealth—except perhaps to watch it slip through
your fingers!” – Ecclesiastes 5:10-11

The issue of Generosity
"No one can serve two masters. For you will hate
one and love the other; you will be devoted to one
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God
and money.” – Matthew 6:24

Relationships
Men’s Thesaurus
“It’s a guy thing!”
“Can I help with dinner?”
“That’s interesting dear”
“I just cut myself…it’s no big deal”
“I don’t remember saying that”

Relationships
“That’s not what I meant”
“You look great!”
“I’m confused”
“Yes dear!”
“I’m not lost. I know exactly where we are”

Relationships
Women’s rules:
1. The woman always makes THE RULES.
2. THE RULES are subject to change without notice.
3. No man can possibly know all THE RULES.
4. If the woman suspects the man knows all THE
RULES, she must immediately change some of THE
RULES.
5. The woman is never wrong.

Relationships
6. If it appears the woman is wrong, it is because of
a flagrant misunderstanding caused by something
the man did or said wrong.
7. If Rule #6 applies, the man must apologize
immediately for causing the misunderstanding.
8. The woman can change her mind at any time.
9. The man must never change his mind without
the express, written consent of the woman.
10. The woman has every right to be angry or upset
at any time.

Relationships
11. The man must remain calm at all times, unless
the woman wants him to be angry or upset.
12. The woman must, under no circumstances, let
the man know whether she wants him to be angry
or upset.
13. At all times, what is important is what the
woman meant, not what she said.
14. If the woman has PMS, all THE RULES are null
and void and the man must cater to her every
whim.

Relationships
The ‘sex talk’ as it’s usually shared:

“Don’t have sex until you’re married. Then, have
as much as you want and enjoy it!”

Relationships
Lesson #1: Don’t be naïve

Beware when the world takes what God declares
to be sacred and makes it common…

Relationships
“Let your roots grow down into him, and let your
lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow
strong in the truth you were taught, and you will
overflow with thankfulness.
Don’t let anyone capture you with empty
philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that
come from human thinking and from the spiritual
powers of this world, rather than from Christ.” –
Colossians 2:7-8

Relationships
Lesson #2: (for the young men) I want you to be a
gentleman.

Relationships
“So now, my sons, listen to me. Never stray from what I am
about to say: Stay away from her! Don't go near the door of
her house!
If you do, you will lose your honor and will lose to merciless
people all you have achieved. Strangers will consume your
wealth, and someone else will enjoy the fruit of your labor.
In the end you will groan in anguish when disease consumes
your body. You will say, "How I hated discipline! If only I had
not ignored all the warnings! Oh, why didn't I listen to my
teachers? Why didn't I pay attention to my instructors? I
have come to the brink of utter ruin, and now I must face
public disgrace." – Proverbs 5:8-14

Relationships
Son, will you choose…from this day forward to
treat women…all women…with honor, love,
respect and dignity?

Relationships
Lesson #3:

(for young women)

Be beautiful…and wise.

Relationships
“women are victimized by the soul-crushing weight of
having your motives (or even personal worth) judged
incorrectly on the basis of something as simple as an
article of clothing.
A huge percentage of women within the church are
silently battling eating disorders, self-harm,
pornography addiction and depression – all stemming
from misplaced shame, a shame they feel because
fellow Christians have equated their beauty with
intentional malice or deliberate seductiveness toward
men.” – Lauren Dubinski

Relationships
“Your fame soon spread throughout the world because
of your beauty. I dressed you in my splendor and
perfected your beauty, says the Sovereign LORD.
"But you thought your fame and beauty were your
own. So you gave yourself as a prostitute to every man
who came along. Your beauty was theirs for the
asking. You used the lovely things I gave you to make
shrines for idols, where you played the prostitute.
Unbelievable! How could such a thing ever happen?” –
Ezekiel 16:14-16

Relationships

You are beautiful; you are precious; and I love you
my dear sister!

Relationships
Lesson #4: Love trumps lust…every time!

Epithymia: means, “to desire, crave, long for what
is forbidden.”

Relationships
“But each one is tempted when he is carried away and
enticed by his own LUST. Then when lust is conceived,
it gives birth to sin; and when sin is brought to
completion, it brings forth death.” – James 1:14-15

“Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so
that you obey its LUSTS, and do not go on presenting
the members of your body to sin as instruments of
unrighteousness” – Romans 6:12

Relationships
“Drink water from your own well— share your love
only with your wife. Why spill the water of your
springs in the streets, having sex with just anyone?
You should reserve it for yourselves. Never share it
with strangers.
Let your wife be a fountain of blessing for you.
Rejoice in the wife of your youth. She is a loving
deer, a graceful doe. Let her breasts satisfy you
always. May you always be captivated by her
love.” – Proverbs 5:15-19

The Offense of the Gospel
“Let me now remind you, dear brothers and sisters, of
the Good News I preached to you before. You
welcomed it then, and you still stand firm in it. It is
this Good News that saves you if you continue to
believe the message I told you—unless, of course, you
believed something that was never true in the first
place.
I passed on to you what was most important and what
had also been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins,
just as the Scriptures said. He was buried, and he was
raised from the dead on the third day, just as the
Scriptures said.” – I Corinthians 15:1-4

The Offense of the Gospel
The Offense of the Gospel:
The reason why the Gospel is offensive is NOT because it
says that we’re all sinners. Most can accept that reality…
The reason why the Gospel offends is because it says that
our good…our best...will never be good enough for God.

The Offense of the Gospel
“So when we preach that Christ was crucified, the
Jews are offended and the Gentiles say it's all
nonsense. But to those called by God to salvation,
both Jews and Gentiles, Christ is the power of God
and the wisdom of God. This foolish plan of God is
wiser than the wisest of human plans, and God's
weakness is stronger than the greatest of human
strength.” – I Corinthians 1:23-25

The Offense of the Gospel
Yes, you who trust him recognize the honor God
has given him [Christ]. But for those who reject
him, "The stone that the builders rejected has now
become the cornerstone."
And, "He is the stone that makes people stumble,
the rock that makes them fall." They stumble
because they do not obey God's word, and so they
meet the fate that was planned for them.” – I Peter
2:7-8

The Offense of the Gospel
“Let me now remind you, dear brothers and sisters,
of the Good News I preached to you before. You
welcomed it then, and you still stand firm in it. It is
this Good News that saves you if you continue to
believe the message I told you—unless, of course,
you believed something that was never true in the
first place. – I Corinthians 15:1-2

The Offense of the Gospel
“I passed on to you what was most important and
what had also been passed on to me. Christ died for
our sins, just as the Scriptures said. He was buried,
and he was raised from the dead on the third day, just
as the Scriptures said.”
He was seen by Peter and then by the Twelve. After
that, he was seen by more than 500 of his followers at
one time, most of whom are still alive, though some
have died. Then he was seen by James and later by all
the apostles. Last of all, as though I had been born at
the wrong time, I also saw him.” – I Corinthians 15:3-8

The Offense of the Gospel

We serve a RISEN Lord!

The Offense of the Gospel
“But tell me this—since we preach that Christ rose
from the dead, why are some of you saying there will
be no resurrection of the dead? For if there is no
resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been
raised either.
And if Christ has not been raised, then all our
preaching is useless, and your faith is useless. And we
apostles would all be lying about God—for we have
said that God raised Christ from the grave. But that
can’t be true if there is no resurrection of the dead.” – I
Corinthians 15:12-15

The Offense of the Gospel
“And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is
useless and you are still guilty of your sins. In that
case, all who have died believing in Christ are
lost! And if our hope in Christ is only for this life,
we are more to be pitied than anyone in the
world.” – I Corinthians 15:17-19

The Offense of the Gospel
“And why should we ourselves risk our lives hour by
hour? For I swear, dear brothers and sisters, that I face
death daily. This is as certain as my pride in what Christ Jesus
our Lord has done in you. And what value was there in
fighting wild beasts—those people of Ephesus—if there will
be no resurrection from the dead? And if there is no
resurrection, “Let’s feast and drink, for tomorrow we die!”
Don’t be fooled by those who say such things, for “bad
company corrupts good character.” Think carefully about
what is right, and stop sinning. For to your shame I say that
some of you don’t know God at all.” – I Corinthians 15:30-34

The Offense of the Gospel
“But someone may ask, “How will the dead be
raised? What kind of bodies will they have?” What
a foolish question! When you put a seed into the
ground, it doesn’t grow into a plant unless it dies
first.
And what you put in the ground is not the plant
that will grow, but only a bare seed of wheat or
whatever you are planting. Then God gives it the
new body he wants it to have.” – I Corinthians
15:35-38

The Offense of the Gospel
“What I am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that
our physical bodies cannot inherit the Kingdom of God.
These dying bodies cannot inherit what will last
forever.
But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will
not all die, but we will all be transformed! It will
happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the
last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds,
those who have died will be raised to live forever. And
we who are living will also be transformed.

The Offense of the Gospel
For our dying bodies must be transformed into
bodies that will never die; our mortal bodies must
be transformed into immortal bodies.
Then, when our dying bodies have been
transformed into bodies that will never die, this
Scripture will be fulfilled:
“Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where
is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” – I
Corinthians 15:50-55

The Offense of the Gospel
“For sin is the sting that results in death, and the
law gives sin its power. But thank God! He gives us
victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus
Christ. So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong
and immovable. Always work enthusiastically for
the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the
Lord is ever useless.” – I Corinthians 15:56-58

The Radical Christian Life
“One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by
asking him this question: “Teacher, what should I do to
inherit eternal life?” Jesus replied, “What does the law of
Moses say? How do you read it?”
The man answered, “‘You must love the LORD your God with
all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your
mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
“Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!”
The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus,
“And who is my neighbor?”

The Radical Christian Life
Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling
from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he was attacked
by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him
up, and left him half dead beside the road. “By chance
a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying
there, he crossed to the other side of the road and
passed him by.
A Temple assistant walked over and looked at him
lying there, but he also passed by on the other side.
“Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he
saw the man, he felt compassion for him.

The Radical Christian Life
Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his
wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged
them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and
took him to an inn, where he took care of him. The
next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins,
telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs
higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m
here.’ – Luke 10:25-35

The Radical Christian Life

Being a Radical is a moving target…

The Radical Christian Life
Traits to cultivate:

1. Vision
Vision is a story we tell about what our future should look
like. It’s more narrative than a list of goals or a mission
statement.

The Radical Christian Life
“Now all glory to God, who is able, through his
mighty power at work within us, to accomplish
infinitely more than we might ask or think.” –
Ephesians 3:20

The Radical Christian Life
“But the people living there are powerful, and their
towns are large and fortified. We even saw giants
there, the descendants of Anak!” – Numbers 13:28

The Radical Christian Life
But Caleb tried to quiet the people as they stood
before Moses. “Let’s go at once to take the land,” he
said. “We can certainly conquer it!”
But the other men who had explored the land with him
disagreed. “We can’t go up against them! They are
stronger than we are!” So they spread this bad report
about the land among the Israelites: “The land we
traveled through and explored will devour anyone who
goes to live there. All the people we saw were huge.” –
Numbers 13:30-32

The Radical Christian Life
“Now, as you can see, the LORD has kept me alive and well
as he promised for all these forty-five years since Moses
made this promise—even while Israel wandered in the
wilderness.
Today I am eighty-five years old. I am as strong now as I
was when Moses sent me on that journey, and I can still
travel and fight as well as I could then.
So give me the hill country that the LORD promised me. You
will remember that as scouts we found the descendants of
Anak living there in great, walled towns. But if the LORD is
with me, I will drive them out of the land, just as the LORD
said.” – Joshua 14:10-12

The Radical Christian Life

Vision takes us into the future and dares us to act.
What is it that you dream might happen if God
were to work with you and through you?

The Radical Christian Life
2. Courage

The Radical Christian Life
“After the death of Moses the LORD’s servant, the
LORD spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant. He
said, “Moses my servant is dead. Therefore, the time
has come for you to lead these people, the Israelites,
across the Jordan River into the land I am giving them.
I promise you what I promised Moses: ‘Wherever you
set foot, you will be on land I have given you— from
the Negev wilderness in the south to the Lebanon
mountains in the north, from the Euphrates River in
the east to the Mediterranean Sea in the west,
including all the land of the Hittites.’ – Joshua 1:1-4

The Radical Christian Life
No one will be able to stand against you as long as
you live. For I will be with you as I was with Moses.
I will not fail you or abandon you. “Be strong and
courageous, for you are the one who will lead
these people to possess all the land I swore to their
ancestors I would give them.” – Joshua 1:5-6

The Radical Christian Life
Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all
the instructions Moses gave you. Do not deviate from
them, turning either to the right or to the left. Then
you will be successful in everything you do.” Study this
Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and
night so you will be sure to obey everything written in
it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do.
This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do
not be afraid or discouraged. For the LORD your God is
with you wherever you go.” – Joshua 1:8-9

The Radical Christian Life
3. Finally, PERSEVERE

“Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God.
You will always harvest what you plant. Those who
live only to satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest
decay and death from that sinful nature. But those
who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life
from the Spirit.
So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the
right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t
give up.” – Galatians 6:7-9

The Radical Christian Life

