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HUMILITY IN THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS

"Let himthat is chief among you be as he that does serve." Luke 22:26.

We have studied humility in the person and teaclihdesus; let us now look for it in the circle ks
chosen companions---the twelve apostles. If, inlélo& of it we find in them, the contrast betweenri€t

and men is brought out more clearly, it will help 10 appreciate the mighty change which Pentecost
wrought in them, and prove how real our participatcan be in the perfect triumph of Christ's humili
over the pride Satan had breathed into man.

In the texts quoted from the teaching of Jesushawe already seen what the occasions were on \itiéch
disciples had proved how entirely wanting they werethe grace of humility. Once, they had been
disputing on the way which of them should be theaggst. Another time, the sons of Zebedee witlr thei
mother had asked for the first places--the seaherright hand and the left. And, later on, at $upper
table on the last night, there was again a comemntihich should be accounted the greatest. Nottiieae
were not moments when they indeed humbled thensélemre their Lord. So it was with Peter when he
cried out, "Depart from me, Lord, for | am a sinfoan.” So, too, with the disciples when they fellvh
and worshipped Him who had stilled storm. But sacbasional expressions of humility only bring aubi
stronger relief what was the habitual tone of th&imd, as shown in the natural and spontaneousatéwe
given at other times of the place and the powesetif The study of the meaning of all this will ¢baus
most important lessons.

First, How much there may be of earnest and acéligion while humility is still sadly wanting. Seein
the disciples. There was in them fervent attachrteedésus. They had forsaken all for Him. The Fatlae
revealed to them that He was the Christ of GodyTedieved in Him, they loved Him, they obeyed His
commandments. They had forsaken all to follow Hiwhen others went back, they still clave to Him.
They were ready to die with Him. But deeper dowantlall this there was a dark power, of the exigenc
and the hideousness of which they were hardly donscwhich had to be slain and cast out, ere toeyd

be the witnesses of the power of Jesus to save.eNen so still. We may find professors and marnist
evangelists and workers, missionaries and teacimevghom the gifts of the Spirit are many and mestif
and who are the channels of blessing to multitudaes,of whom, when the testing time comes, or c¢lose
intercourse gives fuller knowledge, it is only foainfully manifest that the grace of humility, asabiding
characteristic, is scarce to be seen. All tendsotdirm the lesson that humility is one of the ¢taad the
highest graces; one of the most difficult of ataémt; one to which our first and chief efforts oughbe
directed; one that only comes in power, when thledas of the Spirit makes us partakers of the witimg
Christ, and He lives within us.

Second, How impotent all external teaching andpafsonal effort is, to conquer pride or give theekne
and lowly heart. For three years the disciples b@eh in the training school of Jesus. He had todaint
what the chief lesson was He wished to teach thieearn of Me, for | am meek and lowly in heart.'nie
after time He had spoken to them, to the Pharideethe multitude, of humility as the only pathtte
glory of God. He had not only lived before thentlas Lamb of God in His divine humility, He had more
than once unfolded to them the inmost secret ofliféis"The Son of Man came not to be served, but t
serve”; "l am among you as one that serves." Hewesshed their feet, and told them they were tmWoll
His example. And yet all had availed but little. the Holy Supper there was still the contentiomoasho
should be greatest. They had doubtless often taddarn His lessons, and firmly resolved not again
grieve Him. But all in vain! To teach them andtiie much needed lesson, that no outward instryation
even of Christ Himself;, no argument however coawig; no sense of the beauty of humility, however
deep; no personal resolve or effort, however se@ard earnest, can cast out the devil of pride.\Whe
Satan casts out Satan, it is only to enter afreshmightier, though more hidden power. Nothing aaail
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but this, that the new nature in its divine humilite revealed in power to take the place of the wd
become as truly our very nature as that ever was.

Third, It is only by the indwelling of Christ in Blidivine humility that we become truly humble. \&vé
our pride from another, from Adam; we must havelaumility from another too. Pride is ours, and sule

us with such terrible power, because it is ourselherir very nature. Humility must be ours in thenea
way; it must be our very self, our very nature.rm@dural and easy as it has been to be proud, it beyst
will be, to be humble. The promise is, "Where," evwe the heart, "sin abounded, grace did aboundemor
exceedingly.” All Christ's teaching of His discipleand all their vain efforts, were the needfulparation

for His entering into them in divine power, to gigad be in them what He had taught them to deisire.
His death He destroyed the power of the devil, Hiegevay sin, and effected an everlasting redemption
His resurrection He received from the Father amreptnew life, the life of man in the power of God
capable of being communicated to men, and entengrenewing and filling their lives with His diwn
power. In His ascension He received the Spiriheffather, through whom He might do what He coold n
do while upon earth, make Himself one with thoseltied, actually live their life for them, so thiey
could live before the Father in a humility like Hizecause it was Himself who lived and breathetthém.
And on Pentecost He came and took possession. dtleok preparation and conviction, the awakening of
desire and hope which His teaching had effecteds pexfected by the mighty change that Pentecost
wrought. And the lives and the of James and PeigiJahn bear witness that all was changed, andhbat
spirit of the meek and suffering Jesus had indesdgssion of them.

What shall we say to these things? Among my redd&rs sure there is more than one class. Therebmay
some who have never yet thought very speciallyhef matter, and cannot at once realize its immense
importance as a life question for the Church amsdeitery member. There are others who have felt
condemned for their shortcomings, and have puhfeety earnest efforts, only to fail and be diseged.
Others, again, may be able to give joyful testimohgpiritual blessing and power, and yet therertesr
been the needed conviction of what those around #tél see as wanting. And still others may beeabl
witness that in regard to this grace too the Laad biven deliverance and victory, while He has haug
them how much they still need and may expect otlh@ffullness of Jesus. To whichever class we Igglon
may | urge the pressing need there is for ouredkimg a still deeper conviction of the unique plétat
humility holds in the religion of Christ, and th&ear impossibility of the Church or the believeirigewhat
Christ would have them be, as long as His humisityot recognized as His chief glory, His first acoand,

and our highest blessedness. Let us consider deeplyfar the disciples were advanced while thicgra
was still so terribly lacking, and let us pray todsthat other gifts may not so satisfy us, thatneger
grasp the fact that the absence of this graceeisélret cause why the power of God cannot doightyn
work. It is only where we, like the Son, truly kn@md show that we can do nothing of ourselves, Guat

will do all.

It is when the truth of an indwelling Christ takég place it claims in the experience of believérat the
Church will put on her beautiful garments and hiignibe seen in her teachers and members as théybeau
of holiness. (Andrew Murray)

HUMILITY IN DAILY LIFE

"He that loves not his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?" 1 John
4:20.

What a solemn thought, that our love to God willhbeasured by our everyday intercourse with men and
the love it displays; and that our love to God Wil found to be a delusion, except its truth is/@doin
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standing the test of daily life with our fellowmelh.is even so with our humility. It is easy to rikiwe
humble ourselves before God: humility towards meih ve the only sufficient proof that our humility
before God is real; that humility has taken umhede in us; and become our very nature; that el

like Christ, have made ourselves of no reputatidhen in the presence of God lowliness of heart has
become, not a posture we pray to Him, but the spisit of our life, it will manifest itself in albur bearing
towards our brethren. The lesson is one of deemitnfhe only humility that is really ours is ndtat
which we try to show before God in prayer, but tvaich we carry with us, and carry out, in our oaty
conduct; the insignificances of daily life are thgortances and the tests of eternity, because pgheye
what really is the spirit that possesses us.ilt mur most unguarded moments that we really shadvsee
what we are. To know the humble man, to know hasviithmble man behaves, you must follow him in the
common course of daily life.

Is not this what Jesus taught? It was when thepiiescdisputed who should be greatest; when Hehsaw
the Pharisees loved the chief place at feastshandtief seats in the synagogues; when He had tinean
the example of washing their feet, that He taugktlessons of humility. Humility before God is niotdy if

not proved in humility before men.

It is even so in the teaching of Paul. To the Rasridae writes: "In honor preferring one another”;t'Set
your mind on high things, but condescend to thba¢ are lowly." "Be not wise in your own conceit.d
the Corinthians: "Love," and there is no love withbumility as its root, "vaunts not itself, is noaffed
up, seeks not its own, is not provoked." To thea@ahs: "Through love be servants one of anothetr us
not be desirous of vainglory, provoking one angteerying one another.” To the Ephesians, immelgiate
after the three wonderful chapters on the heaviiely" Therefore, walk with all lowliness and meass,
with long-suffering, forbearing one another in l&v&Giving thanks always, subjecting yourselves ooe
another in the fear of Christ." To the PhilippiatiBoing nothing through faction or vainglory, but i
lowliness of mind, each counting other better thamself. Have the mind in you which was also ini€hr
Jesus, who emptied Himself, taking the form of ivaeat, and humbled Himself." And to the Colossians:
"Put on a heart of compassion, humility, meeknksgy-suffering, forbearing one another, and fonggyvi
each other, even as the Lord forgave you." It i®um relation to one another, in our treatment ¢ o
another, that the true lowliness of mind and tharthef humility are to be seen. Our humility bef@ed
has no value, but as it prepares us to revealuhslity of Jesus to our fellow-men. Let us studyntility

in daily life in the light of these words.

The humble man seeks at all times to act up toule "In honor preferring one another; Servants oh
another; Each counting others better than himsabjegting yourselves one to another." The quesson
often asked, how we can count others better thasetues, when we see that they are far below us in
wisdom and in holiness, in natural gifts, or inagaeceived. The question proves at once how litde
understand what real lowliness of mind is. True lityrcomes when, in the light of God, we have seen
ourselves to be nothing, have consented to paltaviti cast away self, to let God be all. The doai has
done this, and can say, So have | lost myselfridifig You, no longer compares itself with othetshds
given up forever every thought of self in God'ssgrrece; it meets its fellow-men as one who is ngthamd
seeks nothing for itself; who is a servant of Gadj for His sake a servant of all. A faithful servenay be
wiser than the master, and yet retain the truet §md posture of the servant. The humble man lagdn
every, the feeblest and unworthiest, child of Gaa] honors him and prefers him in honor as theo$@n
King. The spirit of Him who washed the disciple=tf, makes it a joy to us to be indeed the leadbet
servants one of another.

The humble man feels no jealousy or envy. He cais@rGod when others are preferred and blessetebefo
him. He can bear to hear others praised and hirfagjbtten, because in God's presence he has learnt
say with Paul, "I am nothing." He has receivedgpiit of Jesus, who pleased not Himself, and sbugh
His own honor, as the spirit of his life.



Amid what are considered the temptations to impageand touchiness, to hard thoughts and sharpsword
which come from the failings and sins of fellow- rShians, the humble man carries the oft-repeated
injunction in his heart, and shows it in his lif€prbearing one another, and forgiving one anotéeen as

the Lord forgave you." He has learnt that in pgftion the Lord Jesus he has put on the heart of
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and $orfiigring. Jesus has taken the place of self, e |
not an impossibility to forgive as Jesus forgaves kumility does not consist merely in thoughtsaards

of self- depreciation, but, as Paul puts it, inHaart of humility,” encompassed by compassion and
kindness, meekness and longsuffering, the sweeloarig gentleness recognized as the mark of thelLam
of God.

In striving after the higher experiences of thei§tfan life, the believer is often in danger of aighat and
rejoicing in what one might be called the more hamtne manly, virtues, such as boldness, joy,ecopt of
the world, zeal, self- sacrifice, even the old &daught and practiced these, while the deepegeamtier, the
diviner and more heavenly graces, those which Jestisaught upon earth, because He brought tirem f
heaven; those which are more distinctly connectéld Wis cross and the death of self, poverty ofispi
meekness, humility, lowliness, are scarcely thougfhor valued. Therefore, let us put on a heart of
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, longesuff; and let us prove our Christlikeness, noy amlour
zeal for saving the lost, but before all in ouremburse with the brethren, forbearing and forgjvone
another, even as the Lord forgave us.

Fellow-Christians, do let us study the Bible pattcd the humble man. And let us ask our brethieam
ask the world, whether they recognize in us thendss to the original. Let us be content with mgthess
than taking each of these texts as the promisehat od will work in us, as the revelation in wonfs
what the

Spirit of Jesus will give as a birth within us. Atet each failure and shortcoming simply urge usuto
humbly and meekly to the meek and lowly Lamb of Godhe assurance that where He is enthronecein th
heart, His humility and gentleness will be onehaf streams of living water that flow from within. us

Once again | repeat what | have said before. | deelply that we have very little conception of wiket
Church suffers from the lack of this divine humilithe nothingness that makes room for God to pkdige
power. It is not long since a Christian, of a humldving spirit, acquainted with not a few missgtations of
various societies, expressed his deep sorrow nhsdvme cases the spirit of love and forbearancesadly
lacking. Men and women, who in Europe could eadosé their own circle of friends, brought closestbgr
with others of uncongenial minds, find it hard taly and to love, and to keep the unity of theitSpirthe
bond of peace. And those who should have beemwféiilpers of each other's joy, became a hindrandeaa
weariness. And all for the one reason, the lackuwhility which counts itself nothing, which rejogén
becoming and being counted the least, and onlysséik& Jesus, to be the servant, the helper amdocter
of others, even the lowest and unworthiest.

And whence comes it that men who have joyfully give themselves for Christ, find it so hard to giye
themselves for their brethren? Is not the blamé whe Church? It has so little taught its sons that
humility of Christ is the first of the virtues, theest of all the graces and powers of the Spirfiat so little
proved that a Christ-like humility is what it, likehrist, places and preaches first, as what isny deed
needed, and possible too. But let us not be diageak Let the discovery of the lack of this graeus to
larger expectation from God. Let us look upon ex®nther who tries or vexes us, as God's meansaoég
God's instrument for our purification, for our esise of the humility Jesus our Life breathes witlhén And
let us have such faith in the All of God, and tle¢hing of self, that, as nothing in our own eyes, may, in
God's power, only seek to serve one another in (velrew Murray)



