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The Path Ahead

Sharing by Brother Su

How should the church move forward? It all
depends on the vision, because the goal is not from
us, but only in the Will of God.

Let us look at the vision of Paul on the way to
Damascus, in order to see the goal that God wants
His church to achieve. Paul was on his way to arrest
the Christians, but Jesus manifested Himself and
said, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” Paul
was to arrest those who were of the Way, yet the
Lord said he was persecuting the Lord Jesus
Himself. Paul saw that vision, which he did not
fully understand but stayed with him until over 20
years later. There in a Roman jail, when his life in
the Lord became mature, that vision was expressed
in words in the Ephesians letter. That is: the Church
is the Body of Christ, the fullness of him who fills
all in all. What Paul actually saw on his way to
Damascus was Christ Himself. The manifestation of
this vision gave the church a position, and her
purpose became clear. When Paul said the Church



is the Body of Christ, the Church will also be His
testimony. Our Lord died on the cross for our sins.
He was buried, raised on the third day, and then
ascended to heaven. Nobody can see Him again on
earth, yet they can see His Body, that is the Church.
When people see the Body of Christ, they see Christ
Himself. This is God’s purpose for the Church on
earth, and therefore, the Church should be a witness
for Christ. Christ is the Head, and the Church is the
Body. This is what God desires.

Are we in reach of this testimony yet? As we
move ahead, let us look at some pictures. Here is a
normal person, whereas the other with an unusually
small body, who cannot walk properly. To walk
normally and to move ahead, I see three things. First,
we need more brothers and sisters to attend the Bible
study meetings on Friday. When I was saved, Brother
Ting led us in Bible study book-by-book to give us a
good foundation. Thank God, over the years His
Word became the help to me in all seasons. Secondly,
Wednesday night prayer meeting is a service for
others, and a ministry with God. Through prayer we
experience God’s faithfulness and His deeds and
power. What a privilege it is to come and pray
together before the Lord. Third, the Lord established
His Table for the church. We come to fellowship
with Him and to worship, in remembrance of what
He has done for us. Around the Table we experience
His love.

The next picture shows a man with broken limbs,
who therefore cannot move well. In the church, this
happens when (i) there is quarrel among the brethrens,
(i) we are not of one mind, and (iii) we emphasize
work over testimony so we are zealous at our own
work. A further picture shows a man with long arms
but short legs. So he can not walk without the help of
the arms. The result is that the arm is overloaded, and
cannot do its work properly either. The last picture
depicts a separated body from the head, indicating
that Christ is no longer the Head of the church. I pray
that this will never happen to us here. We must all
subject ourselves to the Headship of Christ. For this
reason, let us read I Peter 2:1-5.

Peter tells us that we are a new man in Christ.
This calling of God shows us four aspects of His
purpose. First, the spiritual milk, i.e. the Word of
God. It is the spiritual provision for the church, our
life, our spirit and our sword. It shines upon our path
to reveal the will of God. We need to thirst for the
milk so to grow. In addition we need to do good

deeds in accordance with the Word, as James tells
us. Second, the living stone. If we have a tender
heart before the Lord, He uses us as His vessels.
Third, He allows us to join in the work of building
His spiritual house. Then He abides with us and
others will see His presence among us and stay.
Lastly, the bride. When we all consecrate ourselves
to the Lord, He takes us as His bride. When He
returns He calls us to the wedding feast of the Lamb.
We are members to each other and should function
together for His testimony till He comes.

Sharing by Brother Lee
As we look ahead together, I would like to
share four points: (1) Our continuing spiritual
growth to know His will; (2) Our worship in truth
and in Spirit to satisfy His heart; (3) Our reality of a
bodily life to truly love one another; and (4) Our
mission of evangelism to lead others to Christ.

If we all put these ahead of us as our goals, we
need to pay a cost in following Him, because He
purchased us with a high price. I challenge you to
have a regular daily devotion, starting today. Learn
to have a quiet time before the Lord. Be obedient to
His Word, so the Spirit can be our strength in our
lives. In addition, the church meetings are of great
help to our growth. I challenge you to attend one
more meeting per week than you are doing now.
Mid week meetings take effort. Sunday morning for
the Lord’s Table requires us to get up early. Let us
come with a spirit of worship.

Concerning the worship, we need to come early,
quietly seeking the Lord in the Spirit with a fearful
heart. We ask the love of God to fill us that we may
truly praise Him with hymns and spiritual songs.

We examine ourselves in the matter of loving
one another. Truly forgive one another in the Lord
and bear each other. Concerning the ministry, we
need to participate in at least one aspect of the work.

In evangelism, we need to have a good
testimony in words and deeds among our family,
friends and colleagues. Also join in the gospel
ministries by taking training and being equipped,
even for short missions.

May the Lord bless us with His challenges.
May He lead us and help us in the path ahead.



