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Romans chapter 5

The book of Romans is an epistle unfolding the Gospel of God, which includes the incarnation and the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. As 1:16 demonstrates, “for it (the gospel) is the power of God for salvation
to everyone who believes”. It is indeed the gift which God prepared for those who receive it through faith.

Paul started with Chapter 1:18 to elaborate what Gospel meant, and the first section spans from 1:18 to
5:11, which flows as following: the sins of man = the judgment of God = the redemption of Jesus
Christ = the justification by faith.

By the blood of Jesus and the faith of man (3:23-26 All is grace), justification is obtained (4:23-25).

Chapter 5 of Romans is the turning point of the whole book. The chapter itself can be divided into 2
sections: the first 11 verses and the last 10 verses.

The first section--5:1-11 The blessing of justification by faith (obtained through faith):

The Past: (The hour believed): have peace with God. Since our sins were forgiven, our burden of sin is
relieved; we no longer fear the judgment of God, and our peace with God was obtained. Before saved, we
were like the fugitives escaping from the righteous God, afraid of being captured and judged, living in
fear and suffering conscience’s condemnation all the time. Now God has forgiven us as if we had never
sinned.

The Present: our access into this grace wherein we stand. And we abide in God’s grace for a lifetime;
become the children of God, living in our Father’s house to enjoy His grace. It reminds me of the story of
Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan. After the ruin of Saul’s kingdom and family, he was living in the
house of Machir the son of Ammiel. He must be terrified when heard about David’s summon, fearing
that David would convict him because of Saul; so when David saw him David said: “Fear not”. However,
he never imagined that David would show grace to him for his father Jonathan’s sake. Not only did
David restore all Saul’s land to him, but also let him abide with David in Jerusalem and eat at King’s
table regularly. We were enemies of God; however, when we come to God through the redemption of
our Lord Jesus, we find that God’s judgment has already past, and his love is to adopt us as His children
so we can abide with Him forever and enjoy his fullness.

The Future: Full of hope. Not the worldly hope of vain glory, but the glorious hope of God.

Not only that, God also bestows His joy to us, so that we can:

(1) Exult in hope; (2) exult in tribulations; (3) exult in God. God Himself becomes the source of our joy
which has nothing to do with the environment. Since we can even exult in our tribulations, we know that
this joy differs from the joy of the world. As mentioned in John 16:20-22, our tribulations are like the
birth pain of a woman- which has a purpose, and a good result. Because after the pain she would have a
child and the life abounds more. Therefore, Romans tells us: “tribulation brings about perseverance; and
perseverance, proven character” (as we say “experiencing the Lord”). This experience gives us hope in
tribulations and the hope is warranted by the love of God. We know we are not suffering in vain, but it is
God’s preparation for us to reach a more abundant life.

5:9-10 are the two transitional verses in the Chapter and the paragraph.



By the death of our Lord: we were reconciled to God and were saved from the wrath of God (the wrath of
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men)

Saved by His life: we enter into a deeper experience of salvation because of the resurrected life of our
Lord. This is the content of chapters 6 to 8.

The second section --5:12-21 Sinful nature of man. This is another part of the salvation. While the word
“sins” mentioned above is in plural form, illustrating a variety of sinful deeds; here and later the word
“sin” is singular--indicates the sinful nature. The knowledge of the sinful nature is the key access to
deeper spiritual experience. Because God does not want us to stay in the loop of “commit sin=> confess
sin—> be forgiven—> continue to sin”. He wants us to know the root cause of sin and the way how He
deals with this root cause...

In these ten verses, verses 13 to 17 are parentheses to explain the verse 12. If we pass over these verses
we will see the structure of this paragraph.

Rom 5:12 “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so
death spread to all men, because all sinned” -(The sin in this verse refers to the nature of sin, singular.)
This verse shows that sin has brought the result of death; death comes to all men because all sinned. This
result demonstrates the fact that all men have a sinful nature, and to sin is the reflection of it. Verse 14
mentioned that “Adam, who is the figure of Him that was to come.” Integrated with 1 Corinthians 15:45-
48, we can see that there are only two men before God: one is Adam, including all the men in him; the
other is Christ, covering all the men in Him. The contents of Romans 5:18-21 can be summarized as
follows:

Adam (Man in Adam) Christ (Man in Christ)
One man Sin—>Condemnation Many One Righteogsness ‘ Many
(Adam) ' ?Death . (men in man ' éJustlﬁcatlor‘lé Llfe‘ (mep in
Disobedience=>Sinner | Adam) | (Christ) | Obedience>be constituted righteous | Christ)
Sin Reigns—=>Death Grace reigns through righteousness—> Eternal life

From the table, it is obvious that our condition before God is decided by our position. We were all born
in Adam, hopeless without exception destined to die ever since birth. It is the salvation of our Lord Jesus
that gives us the eternal hope. Because He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us
into the kingdom of God’s beloved Son. We were all in Adam, where sin reigned in us and no one could
escape the doomed judgment and eternal death. Thank God, we are now all reborn and saved in Christ
through our faith in Him. As the Bible says:” if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things
passed away; behold new things have come.”

Where are you now?
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