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They Feared God

Noah was considered perfect,
and God showed him the things to come. Out
of faith he responded to God in action to
show his fear of God. People might have
laughed at him for building the ark. But, his
testimony moved the whole family to follow
him, and with one heart they completed the
task. As they obeyed the word of the Lord,
they not only fulfilled the Lord’s commission
for them, they were also saved from the
flood. Out of the ark, Noah built an altar and
offered sacrifices to thank God. This man
walked with God, and completed the greatest
work of that time.

God Himself approved of Job’s
testimony twice, and Satan attacked him out
of jealousy. Job was a man fearing God, so
he offered sacrifices for his children. He
prayed and worshipped God for His authority
in giving and taking away. He suffered great
afflictions, but did not sin verbally against
God. While patiently waiting for God’s
judgment, he was able to see God in reality.

Abraham was chosen and called by
God. As a friend of the divine, he conversed
with the Almighty. When he obeyed God’s
command and went out, he had a spiritual
vision. Although he failed in flesh, he
returned quickly in obedience. So Isaac was
borne unto him at old age. He subsequently
offered Isaac on the altar. His faith was
fulfilled in full. As he pitched the tent in
Canaan, he looked for the better heavenly
home.

Joseph feared God out of his living
faith. His story of colorful cloak and strange
dreams shows how he was lifted to glory
from suffering. The lesson of the cross was
lived out in Joseph’s life. He had a ruler in
his heart that out of his fear of the Lord he
enjoyed the divine presence. Whatever his
role of the time, be a slave or a prime

minister, he was a responsible person, just
and pure. As a slave, he did not show self-
pity. As the prime minister for Pharaoh, he
did not abuse his power nor show any pride.
He told his brothers that he dared not to
take God’s place. Instead, he blessed them
and glorified God. In the end, he was
returned and buried back in the Promised
Land.

Nehemiah had a great burden for the
holy city, the rebuilding of the testimony of
God. In those desolate years, he led people
back to the word of God. With all the
hardship and threat around him, he never let
go of the will of God in the life of His
people. With fear and reverence, he prayed
and waited for the Lord to lead them to full
victory against the adversary. With faith he
completed the rebuilding of the wall. He
personally did not show greed of money for
his own good, nor purchase land for his
own use. His reverence led him to share the
jealousy of the Lord, and to cleanse the
temple. (Sherry)

Coming Home to the Father

Growing up on the farm in Taiwan, |
saw various idol worships as a boy. My
parents were also heavily influenced by
such superstitions. With this kind of
tradition, we went to the temple to “pray”
by asking the gods whenever there was a
need. We did not know who they were, but
always treated them with fear. During my
high school days, I had to walk two hours to
catch a bus. One time I came home late, and
walked alone in the dusk along the winding
mountain road. Fear over-powered me
when 1 heard of footsteps behind me. 1
could hear it but see no one. I could only
cry out to the “heaven”; that was the first
time I prayed to God, yet I did not know
him as the one who created the heavens and
the earth.



In 1966 I came to the U.S. to study.
On campus there were Bible study groups,
but I was not interested. Two of my
American professors often invited students to
picnic on Sundays. There I heard about
Jesus, but was determined to worship my
Buddha. However, I was drawn to those
people because of their love. In years to
follow, I came in contact with the Bible, but
did not know it to be the Word of God. My
wife was a Christian but I tried all kinds of
excuses not to go to church with her. Later
on she requested me to take her to church on
Sundays. I would take her, but refused to
enter the building. My career went along
well, and I did not feel any needs to ask
anyone for anything, including God. My ego
was big, and I believed in myself and my
diligence for reaching my goal. 1 was far
away from God.

Thank God for His patience till I
humbly laid down my pride. At that time, the
company promoted me to the bursar position.
I worked hard until late at night everyday. |
was tired out both physically and mentally.
Everyone praised my work, but sadly, I felt
empty and helpless every night. I began to
question the meaning of this life. Why so
busy everyday? Suddenly there was an urge
to have a religion.

In 1990 I decided to resign from my
job and started my own business. All the
pressures of a new business forced me to rely
not on myself but God. During the fourth
year, the business still did not pick up much.
A major customer agreed to collaborate with
us. It was a turning point in the business. I
carefully prepared the entire business plan
and all the cost estimates. But at the last
moment, [ faxed the wrong pages to the
customer with all the secret information in it.
That night I could not sleep, truly realizing
my own limitation. I began to pray to God,
asking for His help and His forgiveness. I did
not yet know how to worship Him, but He
showed me His way. Three weeks later, the

company agreed without reservation to
work with us. My heart was filled with
gratitude.

From that time on, I went to church
with my wife. I did not even finish reading
the whole Bible for once yet, but I insisted
on attending the Bible study and Sunday
School. Gradually I came to know this
incarnated Jesus, who died on the cross for
us, and rose on the third day. However, my
heart remained to be hardened and I could
not confess myself as a sinner. Then, I
heard of the sudden death of a former
supervisor, survived by his wife and
children. Considering my own life, I found
neither meaning nor purpose. Late at night |
often felt like a boat drifting in the storm of
life. Suddenly one morning the Lord
brought me to my knees by the window to
pray for His forgiveness. On January 9",
1994, 1 was baptized in the Orlando
Chinese Church. It is the grace of God that I
came to know the true triune God. Praise
God that a prodigal like me can return home
finally to the Father. (Dai)
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Prayer and Thanksgiving

Please pray for the Thanksgiving
Special Meeting starting from November
27". May the Lord continue to speak to us
with His Divine Word through our invited
speakers.



