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Bridle the Tongue - %
(James 3:1-18)

It happened that wvarious fellowship
groups chose to study the Book of James at
the same time. This can only be the leading
of the Spirit in the church. This book
emphasizes a number of important points:



Seeking wisdom by faith, persevering over
trials, having faith with good deeds, bridling
the tongue....... , etc. Every time when we read
James 3:1-18, one could not help but feel
ashamed and warned. Looking back, we find
how we failed to say proper words. It is a very
hard lesson!

James 3 talks about the tongue and wisdom.

To bridle the tongue is very difficult. If we do
not, we become a fool. Therefore, to control
the tongue is a way to wisdom. We need to ask
God, and He will give us this wisdom (1:5).
Then we know what to say, and what not to
say: the lie, blame, boasting, flattering, filthy
words and envy...... etc. Before we speak, one
should ask if this word is true, or necessary, or
with good intent.

James 1:19 says, “Everyone should be
quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to
become angry.” If we control our tongue, and
be slow to speak or not to speak at all, then we
will not become angry or cause others to be
angry. 3:3-12 uses many analogies to the
tongue: the bits in the horse mouth, the rudder
of the ship, the wild fire of a forest, an evil
world, the fire from hell, a restless evil full of
deadly poison, the spring with both bitter and
sweet waters...... All explains the power of
the tongue that cannot be tamed.

James 3:6 compares the damage of an
untamed tongue to that from fire. The evil of
tongue is from the hell. It causes the body to
become evil. It lights up the wheel of life so
that one lives as if in the lake of fire (Rev.
20:15). Even among the Christians, many are
just like that. The damage caused by the
tongue is hard to imagine. The devil uses the
tongue to separate us, to hate each other. Idle
words cannot be retrieved but hurt people. May
we remember that the words go out like fire.
No one can turn it back or control its damages.

The church in the last days faces a crisis of
such evil thought and sinful tongue. It mainly

originates from the jealousy and boasting and
lie of 3:14 that resist the truth. The result is a
spotted bride of the Lamb. The church
becomes a place of strife and division. Not
only it fails to shine, but faces the danger of
being devoured by the devil.

Since the tongue is so sinful, we the
chosen of God should fear God and often
meditate upon the Word of God. May the
Lord Jesus be truly our Lord and our King.
May the Lord keep our hearts, not to harbor
evil, so our tongue will not sin. Instead, we
speak words of edification, and pass on the
message of the gospel to others for salvation.

May the Spirit remind us constantly to
examine ourselves and to control our words,
so that the damage of our words is minimized.
Even when offended, we ourselves remember
God’s love and will not respond in hatred.
When being criticized harshly, we will not
fight back but be controlled and healed by the
Spirit.

Sometimes we praise God to please Him,
but at the same time we curse man with evil
words. The sweet and the bitter come out of
the same mouth. Tongue is such a reflection
of man’s nature. Being made in God’s own
image, we fell and sinned. Thank God for His
mercy and great love to give us new birth in
the Spirit, to sanctify us and change us, and to
give us the power of self-control to speak
only that pleases Him.

James 3:13-18 says that a man with
wisdom and understanding ought to show his
good deeds done in humility that comes from
wisdom. By context, this humility clearly
indicates the control of speech (Prov. 10:19).
It is the considering and submissive spirit of
verse 17, in opposite to the evil envy and
selfish ambition that harbor bitterness,
mentioned in verse 14.



Wisdom brings peace and goodness, so a
man will not be tempted to spread rumors, or
to cause conflict and contradiction. He will act
carefully with comforting words, words of
grace and love and peace. Such will be the
peace-makers blessed by God (Mt. 5:9).

When we compare ourselves with others,
there will be envy and evil, both from the devil
himself. To be delivered from such destructive
competition, we need to seek for the guidance
from God’s wisdom. 3:13 mentions first
wisdom, then understanding. Without wisdom
we will never have understanding. Paul prayed
in Eph. 1:17 for the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation to be given to us. So this wisdom is
given in the very depth of our Spirit.

James 3:17 speaks of the wisdom from
above, indicating that of God. Every aspect of
the divine things will touch our spirit, for God
is Spirit (John 4:24). When God touches us, it
is in the spirit. Therefore, the wisdom from
above is bestowed in our spirit. Only be sober
in the Spirit and be obedient to the Spirit can
we receive such wisdom.

The wisdom from above is full of mercy
and good fruits, impartial and sincere. Being
impartial, we will not show favoritism. Being
sincere, we will be honest, faithful and have no
false pretence. These virtues are from the
wisdom of above. May we meditate on them
and pray for ourselves. Wisdom is Christ
Himself (1 Cor 1:10). When we have constant
fellowship with the Lord, He will become our
wisdom.

To tame the tongue is the lesson for a life
time. We need the grace of God and the control
from the Spirit, so that we may be kept in the
Spirit and renewed daily. May we be
disciplined to bridle our tongue so Christ truly
becomes our wisdom!
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Prayer And K
Thanksgiving \

. Thank God for His protection and

guidance. The construction work of the
multi-purpose  building is ahead of
schedule and is expected to finish by early
next year. May God’s Name be glorified
both during and after the construction.
Please continue to remember the Gospel
meeting at Sanford serving the pilot
trainees. May the Spirit continue working
to seek and save the lost souls.

Please pray for the Thanksgiving retreat
which commemorates the church’s 25"
anniversary. May God give us the
direction on how to fit in to His eternal
purpose.

Brother John Dong is still in a coma after
an auto accident. Please pray diligently
for our brother and lift him up unto the
gracious hand of our Lord.



