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,\\ﬁ\/); The Loving

&__—-~ Heavenly Father

The hymn writer wrote, "His love has no limit,
His grace has no measure, His power has no
boundary known unto man; For out of His infinite
riches in Jesus, He giveth, and giveth, and giveth
again!" May the Lord give us His own words this
morning!

We begin our sharing from 1 John 3:1, "Behold
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called children of God;
and such we are. For this cause the world knoweth
us not, because it knew Him not." The world knew
Him not, but we know Him as the Father. We are
called His children, and we know what manner of
love the Father has bestowed upon us. Thanks be
to God!

In April it was arranged for me to speak for a
meeting at the Qinghua University. While on
campus I thought about Mr. Zhu Ziqing's famous
essay of "the Silhouette of My Father's Back"
written there many years ago. The story went like
this: His grandmother passed away and he went
home for the funeral. Afterwards, he accompanied
his father to Nanjing since his father had to find
work there. Few days later he was to take a train
back to Beijing, and the father insisted on coming
to the station to bid him farewell. Once settled in
his seat, his father went across the platform to buy
him some oranges. He was watching the back view

of his heavy-set father climbing down the
platform, crossing the rail then climbing clumsily
up the other side.... He could not hold back the
tears coming down his cheek. Noticed that the
father was coming back toward him, he quickly
wiped the tears dry. Leaving the oranges with
him, his father finally said goodbye and left him.
He again watched his father's back disappearing
in the crowd as he walked away, his tears came
down again. Many years passed and he had not
seen his father. One day he received his father's
letter, expressing the fear of the end being near.
Mr. Zhu said once again he saw that heavy-set
back silhouette, and his tears came once again.

In Qinghua I thought about Mr. Zhu's writing,
and I thought about my own father far away in
Los Angeles. My memory went back to 1961,
that first year of my college life. It was the first
winter break and I went home. The train ticket
back to Taipei was hard to find, so Dad arranged
for me to catch a military transport back to school.
That morning bright early he and I rode in his
military jeep to Pingdong airport. It was raining
lightly, and as the jeep speeded down the slippery
road of Pingdong bridge, the driver dozed off and
the car flew off the highway. Like a teacup
flipped over in the rice field, all three of us were
covered underneath the jeep. The driver was
caught by the wind shield and could not move.
Somehow 1 got out, so was Dad, who was
nevertheless injured on the right shoulder. Still he
took my luggage, got on the highway and hitch-
hiked a military truck to take me to the airport.
Few days later I learned that his injury required
surgery in Taipei. As a Marine general, an injured
right arm and shoulder would prevent him from
saluting, and that would be very troublesome.
Fortunately, the surgery was successful, but he
endured months of physical therapy afterwards. A
second surgery later removed the two nails
holding his shoulder bones together. I saw the
two nails, which became a reminder of the
permanent scars on his shoulder bone and flesh.
All because he wanted to take me to my flight
early that morning, the scars remained as a
symbol of love.

Years later I became a Christian to know an
even greater father, the heavenly One. Because
God loves us, there remains nail-scars on His



hand and His feet. For our salvation He came to the
earth in the person of Jesus Christ our Lord to die
for us on the Calvary cross. During the three and
half years of His earthly ministry our Lord often
mentioned "the Father". Once He sent 70 out to
work. When they returned and rejoiced, the Lord
reminded them of the greater joy in the Father's
revelation. He taught the disciples to pray to the
Heavenly Father. He Himself prayed when the
Greek came to seek for Him, "Father, glorify your
own Name!" When He came to the tomb of
Lazarus, He prayed to the Father to work so those
around would know Him. In John 17 He prayed the
Father to glorify the Son, "for I have glorified
you." Finally, He cried out on the cross to the
Father to "forgive them for they know not what
they do." The Lord Jesus came not only to die for
our sins, and was raised for our justification, so we
may have life. This life in us also teaches us an
important truth, that this God is now our Father.

In the Old Testament the Jews did not have this
concept. They only knew about obeying the
commandments. If they did, they would be blessed.
Otherwise, there would be curse. They only knew
God as the righteous and fearful One. But, Jesus
came, and now abides in our hearts. He wants us to
know that this God is our Father. That is why the
Apostle John said in 1 John 3:1, "Behold what
manner is the Father's love toward us, so we are
called the children of God." Thomas once asked
how they could know where Jesus was going. Jesus
said, "I am the way, the truth and the life. He who
has seen me has seen the Father." Then Philip
asked Him to show them the Father. Jesus
continued in saying, "You who have seen me have
seen the Father." Therefore, in Johnl7, Jesus stated
that He has shown us God's Name. For a long time
I wondered what that Name could be. As we read
on in that chapter, we understand that the Name is
"the Father". May we further meditate upon what
this Father is like from the Bible:

First, we read in Psalm 103:13, "Like as a
father pitieth his children, So Jehovah pitieth them
that fear him." So the Bible revealed to us that God
is like a Father that pitieth the children of His own.
Among us are fathers and grandfathers. We know
how we pity our children when they have needs.
So is God toward those who fear Him. In the
sermon on the mount, Jesus proclaimed, "Blessed

is the merciful," because He wants us to know
His mercy. The Bible says that we can come
boldly to the mercy seat to receive grace and
mercy as our help for all seasons. Jesus came and
said that He did not love sacrifices but mercy. So
He called the sinners, not the righteous. He saw
our sins and saved us from sin and this dark
world. He set us free to enjoy the love of the
heavenly Father. He is the merciful One.

Secondly, Ephesians 5:1-2 showed us the
love of the Father. He loved us as children, and
gave Himself for us with the love of sacrifice. 1
John 4:9 says, "Herein was the love of God
manifested in us, that God hath sent his only
begotten Son into the world that we might live
through him." His love is the love of action. He
sent His Son into the world. Sometimes our love
is only verbal. We say to a brother, "I will pray
for you", then walk away with no action. We
should not deceive ourselves to think that is love,
but to learn from the Father and love one another
by giving ourselves. Rom. 5:8, "When we were
yet sinners, Christ died for our sins, and the love
of God is manifested."

Thirdly, Luke 15:11-12 reads, "A certain man
had two sons: and the younger of them said to his
father, Father, give me the portion of thy
substance that falleth to me. And he divided unto
them his living." Jesus showed us the heavenly
Father by the father in this parable. Father has an
open heart toward us. We can be so easily upset
by others' word or act, because we are so narrow
and small. Then we misunderstand this God, not
knowing His big heart. The younger son asked
for the property and the father gave to him. He
knew how the boy would waste it, but he gave it
anyway. He knew how jealous the older son was,
so he gave to him as well. Sometimes we do
whatever we want, thinking that God does not
know. We misunderstand Him, not knowing that
He has a big, open heart.

Romans Chapter one keeps on saying that
God let them, God let them.... It is not that He
cannot do, but He allows you to sin for now, with
the hope that you will get sick with sinning and
repent. The father in the parable of prodigal son
knew the son will return one day. Indeed the son
did, and the father on that day saw him from afar



and ran to embrace him. When the Jews heard this
parable, they probably laughed at Jesus, because no
elderly Jewish gentleman would run to a young
boy. But that is the father's heart, open wide for the
sinners. When the family rejoiced together, the
older son refused to join in. It again was the father
who went out to encourage him. That is the father's
heart!

Lastly, Hebrews 12:5-7, "and ye have forgotten
the exhortation which reasoneth with you as with
sons, My son, regard not lightly the chastening of
the Lord, nor faint when thou art reproved of him;
for whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. It is for
chastening that ye endure; God dealeth with you as
with sons; for what son is there whom his father
chasteneth not?" Then, v. 10-11, "For they indeed
for a few days chastened us as seemed good to
them; but he for our profit, that we may be
partakers of his holiness. All chastening seems for
the present to be not joyous but grievous; yet
afterward it yieldeth peaceable fruit unto them that
have been exercised thereby, even the fruit of
righteousness." We should know that the heavenly
Father has mercy toward us and loves us. He even
respects us and bears with us for a time. But
because He loves us, He will one day discipline us.
Therefore we should not live irreverently in our
speech nor our action. When His disciplinary hand
appears, it is strict. He will show mercy to those
who fear Him, so we need to fear Him. Revelation
3:19 says, "As many as I love, I reprove and
chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent." For our
good, He molds His nature into us through
discipline, so we become partakers of His holiness
and righteousness. David knew of this, so he
served God when Bathsheba's child died; so he
purchased the threshing field and offered sacrifices
to God. He is called the man after God's own heart.

I still remember vividly how my father
disciplined me when I was about five. I began
attending kindergarten at that time in Nanjing. In
the morning a soldier accompanied me to the
school. As soon as I arrived, I developed a stomach
ache, and the soldier took me home. As soon as |
got home, I was well. That scheme continued for
three days until my dad came home. He bound me
on a long bench, and spanked me hard. My loud
cry could be heard on the street. From that day on,

I never had a stomach ache at school anymore.
For years I resent his spanking. But, if I had
learned anything today, I know it is because of
that discipline. It is the father's love, showing us
the love of the heavenly Father. May we know
His mercy, His love, His open heart and His
righteousness. He leads us in our journey on earth
with His love. We ought to draw near to Him
everyday, to our dear heavenly Father!
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1. Please continue to remember the progress for
the multi-purpose building construction. May
the Lord let us experience more of His grace
during the whole process. We lift up the new
building into His hand, and may His Will be
done.

2. Please remember the Gospel meeting at Sanford
serving the pilot trainees. May the Spirit water
the seeds of the Gospel, and do the harvest
Himself.

3. Thank the Lord for establishing His testimony
through the church at this local area for 25
years, and His love draws people to Him
everyday. May the Lord continue to guide His
children in their services. Glory be to God!



