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Never Passed This Way
Heretofore

Before the Israelites could step on the new promised
land, they had to pass over the Jordan River. It was
the season of harvest, and the rain caused the river to
overflow its banks. Joshua instructed the officers to
command the people to get ready to go. We shall
learn their lessons from Joshua chapters 3 and 4.

(1) 3:34 "Go after it (the ark), so you may
know the way, for you have not passed this way
heretofore." The ark represents the presence of
God. To step into the future, one must follow the
ark, namely, to follow the divine guidance.

(2)3:5 "And Joshua said unto the people,
Sanctify yourselves; for tomorrow Jehovah  will do
wonders among you." God is loving and kind, but
also holy and righteous. He will not allow sin nor
fornication. Therefore, the people of God must
sanctify ~ themselves, to cleanse from all
unrighteousness in order to take up the way of the
Lord.

(3)3:9 "And Joshua said unto the children
of Israel, Come hither, and hear the words of Jehovah
your God." We ought to listen to the word of God
alone, nothing else!

(4)3:9-11 "And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall
know that the living God is among you, and that
he will without fail drive out from before you the
Canaanite...... Behold, the ark of the covenant of
the Lord of all the earth passes over before you
into the Jordan." When we hear and follow Him,
His promise also goes with us along with His
holy presence. God will remove all enemies, and
win all the battles for us.

(5) 3:13 "And it shall come to pass, when the
soles of the feet of the priests that bear the ark of
Jehovah, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the
waters of the Jordan, that the waters of the Jordan
shall be cut off, even the waters that come down
from above; and they shall stand in one heap."
The water was fierce and awesome, and could

not be stopped by human power. But God
wanted them to look at Him instead of the
surroundings. He also wants us to follow with
faith. His power did make the water stand still
in one heap. Man had never seen that before,
only experiencing it through faith.

(6) 3:15-16 "when they that bare the ark were
come unto the Jordan, and the feet of the priests
that bare the ark were dipped in the brink of the
water, the waters which came down from above
stood, and rose up in one heap." To lead the
people, the priests had even greater faith. When
they stepped into the river, the water stopped.
When people were willing to obey God and
take on this new way, God fulfilled His promise
and they passed on.

(7)3:17 "And the priests that bare the ark of
the covenant of Jehovah stood firm on dry
ground in the midst of the Jordan; and all Israel
passed over on dry ground, until all the nation
were passed clean over the Jordan." The power
of God and the faith of men made it possible for
the Israelites to cross the Jordan and enter into
the promised land.

Experiences are valuable. But, God often leads us
onto a new way that we had not passed heretofore.
We need to sanctify ourselves, listen to His
command and follow. Do not allow anyone or
anything to take the place of His divine guidance.
Then we will enter into God's promises. After the
people crossed the river, God instructed Joshua "to
take hence out of the midst of the Jordan, out of the
place where the priests' feet stood firm, twelve
stones, and carry them over with you, and lay them
down in the lodging-place," (4:3). Those stones
would be "for a memorial unto the children of Israel
for ever. Ye shall say unto them (future
generations), Because the waters of the Jordan were
cut off before the ark of the covenant of Jehovah;
when it passed over the Jordan, the waters of the
Jordan were cut off." (4:6-7).

The trouble with us is that we often forget God's
blessings, soon after we were blessed by His
wondrous work. God commanded Joshua to take up
twelve stones from the river to the camp at Gilgal as
a testimony of God's power and grace (4:19-20).
God's spirit further moved him to put twelve stones
from the dry river bank into the river. This is a
symbol of the substitutive work of Lord Jesus, who
died for us on the cross. God desires all men to



repent and be saved, not to perish but to have a
portion in His resurrection life.

So great is this salvation that we partake and
remember. We should also share with others in this
generation. As His witnesses, we preach the gospel
among the gentiles so their number may become full
soon. Most importantly, we ought to share it with our
children so the Name of the Lord be glorified and
adored forever and ever!

P

ﬁ China Mission

TEA
We thank God for His grace and protection. Our
gratitude also goes to those who prayed and
supported us during our recent trip to China. After
forty days on the road, having visited five cities and
eleven assemblies, we are finally home. The Lord
allowed us to meet many who loved the Lord and His
Word, and we were greatly encouraged. Praises be to
His Name!

The economy over there continues to boom, and the
society shows a sign of new prosperity everywhere.
At the same time, the pressure on working class is
also getting greater as housing, medical and
educational expenses grow. The price of an average
apartment at 800,000 RMB is a far cry for those with
monthly incomes in the one to three thousand RMB
range. The elderly have to rely on their children for
medical expenses, because the government subsidy is
very inadequate. A new phenomenon is the
unemployment among college graduates. Without a
job, these adult children have to stay home to eat off
the parents. The parents with young children spend
money and energy to put their kids through the best
schools in order to pursue the dreams of the wealthy.
Often they feel stressed out.

Economic disparity among people is a great concern.
The large number of migrating workers coming into
the cities from farming communities is
unprecedented. In the past, there were the slogans of
nation, party and doctrines. But now only emptiness
and insecurity fill the human hearts, forcing them to
pursue the material goods. Thank God, who did not
forsake our kinsman. Many were drawn to the gospel
of Jesus Christ, and many even consecrate
themselves to preach this gospel to bring the needy
mass this one, true salvation.

On this trip a typical three-day weekend meeting
would last all-day long, from 9 to about 4:30. We
admired the congregation crowded in small rooms,

taking notes with one hand and the Bible in the
other while sitting on small stools for hours. One
could not help but pouring out oneself when people
were that hungry for the Word of God. A most
impressive new trend is to see a large number of
college students and graduates coming into the
church. During the Easter weekend, we met with a
house church in Shanghai. Five were baptized after
the worship service. Thank God for His presence in
our midst.

Spiritual growth in small assemblies and on college
campus is perhaps the greatest challenge facing the
people we met. Many young ministers who serve
sacrificially on campus are badly in need of our
prayer as well as financial support. The ministry
among migrating workers and their families
represents another fertile ground and urgent need.
You are encouraged to pray for these specific areas.

If the Lord is willing, we plan to re-visit the Orient
again in the fall. Would you please lift your hand of
intercession for this future plan? Your support and
prayer have been our strength and encouragement
away from home. It is a great comfort to know
wonderful people like yourselves are praying for us.
Thank you very much in the Name of Jesus!
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Prayer And
Thanksgiving

1. Please pray for the multi-purpose building
project. Contract has been signed in May. Loan
has been approved. Permit has been issued. If
things go smoothly, the building will be ready
early next year.

2. Please remember the Gospel meeting at Sanford
serving the pilot trainees. May the Lord
Himself call the sheeps that belong to Him that
was chosen.



