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“Who Touched Me?”

Luke 8: 43-48, “And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, who had spent all her living upon physicians, and could not be healed by any…Then He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.’”

Today, we read about the unfortunate weak woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, the story reveals not only the need of that woman but also our own need.
Leviticus 17:11, “For the life of a creature is in the blood… it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life.” This is why the Israelites made offerings with livestock. Hebrews 9:22, “…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” Our Lord Jesus has shed his blood as our atonement to give us a new life in Him. Often our problem is that we allow this new life to leak out of us, such that we can no longer be overflowing with the new life. Because of our negligence and inattentiveness, open wounds form in our lives such that the life in us leaks away little by little, just like a little hole that can empty a big bucket of water. 

The Bible tells us that the woman suffered a lot in the hands of many physicians because of her illness. If our life is constantly leaking, we will suffer a lot, too. However, our Lord wants us to have life through Him and to have it more abundantly (John 10:10). He wants us to walk worthy of our calling. Yet, if there are open wounds in our lives, like the woman, we will not only suffer but also “spend all our living upon physicians, and could not be healed by any.” The life we have will be emptied due to the leakage, and be just like what Jacob said to Pharaoh, "My years have been few and difficult…" The leaking situation may worsen to a desperate point where all hopes of cure are lost. Are we in such leaking situation today?  

Nonetheless, the woman knew that she could be saved once she heard about Jesus the powerful healer. On the contrary, we, the believers in Christ, often forget that we have a great physician who can heal our open wounds. Sometimes open wounds are unavoidable, so it is crucial for us to find the One who can truly heal. The woman found Him once she heard about Jesus. Have we seen the light long after we have heard about Him? Or are we still waiting? The woman came to seek the Lord not only by stretching out her hand but also by believing, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.” Indeed, through her faith, she was healed the moment she touched his cloak in prayer. What an amazing fruit of faith! Therefore, the Lord Jesus told her, “Daughter, your faith has made you whole. Go in peace.”

The Bible told us that the garments of the Jews have a blue border manifesting that they are a heavenly people. This woman touched the border of Jesus’ garment because she believed that Jesus was the Son of God, who came from heaven and was still in heaven. She saw Him as her heavenly high priest. Since we have been saved through grace, we should know that Jesus has ascended to heaven as the glorious high priest. Like the woman, we can come to the mercy seat at any time for help. Unfortunately, we often live as if there were no such heavenly high priest. Thus we find no help but allow the life in us to leak away continuously.

Around the hem of high priest’s robe is pomegranate embroidery manifesting abundant life. The woman understood that Jesus was the heavenly high priest, who had the resurrection life in Him with all the riches of the heavenly Father. She also understood the power of such a rich life. As expected, when she touched the hem of His robe, Jesus felt that power went out of Him. Have you experienced such power when the word of the Lord comes into your heart so that your sorrows are soothed, your loneliness disappears with the Lord by your side, your despair turns to hope, and your low spirit is lifted…?

The woman was healed by stretching out her hand to touch the Lord in faithful prayer. Why did she come trembling and fall at his feet then, instead of rejoicing? It was because that she knew the discharge of blood had made her unclean (Leviticus 15). She should not have come into the crowd to be in touch with people, especially Jesus. What she did was a serious offense. Her flow of blood made her unclean before man and God. Brothers and sisters, if the life in us continuously leaks away through our open wound, we will not only suffer from exhausted spirit, time and energy but also will become unclean and unacceptable before God. Our problem is that we do not think of it as an offense to God. The woman did not dare to stand but to fall at Jesus’ feet, and in the light of the Lord she let people know about her offense. Similarly, leaving her water jar, the Samaritan woman mentioned in John 4 went back to the town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did…” The hidden dark secrets are revealed. Once we admit to our wrong doings and fall before the Lord, we will be graciously blessed. The Lord said, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.” She was not only healed but also made whole. The Lord did not call her woman, the sick, or the unclean, but “Daughter”!

Once our open wounds are healed, our Lord will enfold us so that we can go in peace and show people the peace we have. Yesterday, a brother’s car was damaged in an accident. Praise the Lord that nobody was hurt. This is the physical peace. However, even more important is that our brother’s spirit was not disturbed. This is the true peace. 

Thank our Lord for turning back and asking, “Who touched me?” The Lord looked for her not only to heal her but also to grant her peace. What surprise me are the disciples of the Lord: Peter and others who were with Jesus such as James and John. They were closest to the Lord and knew the Lord better than others. However, they seemed to be very thoughtless in saying, “Master, the multitudes press and jostle you, and you say, ‘Who touched me?’” Even though they were the first called to follow Jesus, to see the most, and learn the most from Jesus, they did not understand the “touch” of the woman while they were touching and jostling Jesus with the crowd. 

Here we see two types of people and two types of touch: The one touch of the woman was very special. It was an enlightened touch of faith to produce fruits in healing and obtaining wholeness and peace. On the other hand, the touch of the disciples was frequent. They followed Jesus pressing him, touching him, and leaning upon him day after day. However, their touch was not out of faith and prayer. Therefore, their lives were not changed much and kept on leaking. Thus, Peter was still Peter, and James and John, the sons of thunder were still quick to anger. They heard the preaching, saw the miracles, followed Jesus, and had been in touch with Jesus for a long time. Yet, they lacked that one special touch of the woman. 

There are many other examples like this one of disciples in the Bible, to reveal to us the difference between the two types of people and two types of touch. As to us, are we like the disciples? We have believed in the Lord for many years. We have attended many church meetings. We have heard messages after messages. We are also fervent in serving the Lord. However, we have not touched our Lord with faithful prayer yet, just like Peter, James and John. When they were asked to stay awake in the garden, they fell asleep. When Jesus was crucified, they all scattered because they lacked that one touch. Likewise, there are two groups of people among the children of God today:

1. Like the woman, some touch the Lord with light and faith so that their open wounds are healed and their lives are changed to have a sound foundation for growth.

2. Like the disciples, many others keep on leaking. The excitement from a special meeting dies down quickly and can not be rekindled till the next time. Between the special meetings, they are often weak and disappointed without knowing that they need that one special touch.

However, before you know how to touch the Lord, you have to be touched by the Lord. Take the example of Jacob, who was totally changed by the touch of the Lord after he wrestled with the Lord at the Jabbok ford all night long. We need the light from the Lord to shine upon us so that we may see our iniquities and acknowledge our uncleanness and leakage. Do not suffer in vain, spend everything, and waste all opportunities to be healed. Today, let the Lord touch you so that you have light in you and stretch out your hand to touch the Lord with faith.

Praise the Lord! Jesus has resurrected from the dead. He is given all the authority and power over heaven and earth! He was, is, and forever will be the unchanging God. If we stretch out our hands to touch Him with faith, his power of resurrection will manifest in us and heal us just as He healed the woman who touched the edge of his garment. Thank the Lord for He is truly full of grace and mercy!!

                   Having Jesus

Have you wished to sing a song with your youth?

Have you wished to loved someone with all your heart?

Have you wished to initiate a new way with your perseverance? 

But where do you find that song, that love, or that way? 

Jesus is the song of life.

Jesus is the love of eternity.

Jesus is the way of truth.

In Jesus, I have found my song, my love, and my way.

You have the right to sing a love song with your youth.

You have the right to love the Lord with all your heart.

You have the right to run on the way of truth.

Then the new song, the true love, and the living way belong to you, you and you.
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