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THE DAMASCUS VISION
The Substance and the Work of Paul's Lifelong Ministry
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Act 26:19 So, King Agrippa, | did not prove disobedient to the heavenly vision.
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Act9:3~ 6 As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from
heaven flashed around him; and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ”Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting Me? ”And he said, "“Who are You, Lord? ” And He said, "I am Jesus whom you are
persecuting, but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do. ”
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Act9:1 5~ 1 9 a Butthe Lord said to him, ”"Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name
before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name's
sake. ”So Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, " Brother Saul, the
Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit. ”And immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales,
and he regained his sight, and he got up and was baptized; he took food and was strengthened.
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1. Two parts of the Damascus vision: on the road and in the city
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2. The vision is recorded three times in the New Testament, but with different focuses: chapter 9 to
believers, chapter 22 to Jews, and chapter 26 to gentile King Agrippa
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3. The Damascus vision was not only a life changing experience for Apostle Paul, but also included the
substance and the work of Paul's Lifelong ministry.
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| THE RESURRECTED AND ASCENDED CHRIST

— Saul thought Jesus had been crucified on the cross, now he knew He had resurrected and

ascended to the Heaven.
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(I) The Salvation accomplished by the resurrected and ascended Christ
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Ascension

— demonstrates God’s approval of all His life and work on the earth
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Act 1:11 They also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven."”
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Php 2:9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every
name.
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His earthly life has manifested God the Father
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Joh 1:18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He
has explained Him.
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Joh 17:4 1 glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.
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The Salvation of the cross— To die
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(1) To save us from the judgment of God
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Isa 53:4a, 6b  Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried...But the LORD has caused
the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.
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1Pe 2:24 And He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.
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(2) To crucify our old self with Him
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Rom 6:6 Knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be
done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin.
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(3) To annul the devil who has the power of death
KZ14: [EXHERATMLAZE, #MEREHELT HRNZE, FEEZTHENETEL, F
ZRE. |

Heb 2:14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of
the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil.
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4 The Salvation of the cross— To resurrect
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(1) Justified us
B2 5: [FHEEZHBA, EXHBNTEN; EEF, ZXHHEIMEZE. |
Rom 4:25 He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our
justification.
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(2) Caused us to be born again
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1Pe 1:3 God ...has caused us to be born again through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
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5 The Salvation of ascension
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(1) To gain all authority in heaven and on earth
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Mat 28:18,19 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. "'
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(2) To bestow the Holy Spirit
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Act 2:33 Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father
the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear.
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(3) To grant spiritual gifts
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Eph 4:8 Therefore it says, " When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto
men."
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(2)(I) The Power of Resurrection
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Eph 1:19~23 And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance
with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead
and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,
and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And He put all things in subjection
under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills
all in all.
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1 Overcomes death
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Eph 1:20  ...raised Him from the dead...
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2 Seated in the heavenly places
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Eph 1:20 ...He seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places....
HZ6: [MXHEITEEETF—AEE, —ALEXL. |

Eph 2:6 And raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
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3 Overcomes all the powers of the darkness
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Eph 1:21 Far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only
in this age but also in the one to come.
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Il THE EXTENSION OF CHRIST -- THE CHURCH

—Saul never persecute the Lord Jesus, now he realized he did persecute Him when he
persecuted Christians

B ZAHEMEEANER
(D Knowing the church—the extension of Christ
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1  Theimage of Christ was manifested through Ananias
--Christ was unseen on the way to Damascus; Ananias was seen in the city of Damascus when Saul’s eyes
were opened.
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Act 22:13 Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the same hour |
looked up upon him.

- —fEFA
—EBREEREGBHRER, ENGRET, EMMBemas—EHA
2 A New Man

--The life, set free through the resurrection of Christ, enters in the believers and unites them into a new
man in Christ
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Eph 2:15 By abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in
ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace.
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Eph 1:23  Which (the church) is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
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(I Knowing the mystery of Christ
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1  The Gentile believers are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the
promise with the Jewish believers

#=3, 6: //%%ré%éﬁé%ﬂﬁf BB EER RSN R, #EEE, FUAA
# i, /7% #Z, FXEFH. |

Eph 3:3,6 That by revelation there was made known to me the mystery... that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and

fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
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2  Christ manifests the glory of God through the church
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Eph 3:9~10 And to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in

God who created all things; so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church
to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.
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(M) The fellowship of the saints is in the Holy Spirit

--The Lord Jesus told Ananias that Saul has seen Ananias lay his hands on him in prayer.
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Act 9:11~12 And the Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of

Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come
in and lay his hands on him, so that he might regain his sight."
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(IV) The work appointed to Saul by the Lord was proclaimed by Ananias
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Act 22:10 "And I said, 'What shall I do, Lord?' And the Lord said to me, 'Get up and go on into Damascus, and
there you will be told of all that has been appointed for you to do.™
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Act 9:15 But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles
and kings and the sons of Israel. "
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Act 26:16~18 "But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose | have appeared to you, to appoint you a

minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you;
rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom | am sending you, to open their eyes so that

they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of
sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me. "
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(V) Living in the church as the member of the Body
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1Co 12:12~14 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though

they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews

or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but
many.
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(VD) The work of the ministry was usually commended by the church
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Act 14:26  From there they sailed to Antioch, from which they had been commended to the grace of God for the
work that they had accomplished.
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Il THE CROSS—THE PRINCIPLE OF THE WORK OF CHRIST

-- The ascended Christ told Saul He was still under persecution. Then it was revealed to Saul
that his service to God should be under the principle of the cross.
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() The ascended Christ carries out God’ s burden under the principle of the cross

#AN5; —+=8; —+~15: [H#e o [/, (E#? ] FiH: [HFHELLETEENIE#. | |
Act 9:5; 22:8; 26:15 And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" And He said, "l am Jesus whom you are persecuting.
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(II) The Manifestation and the Pattern of Christ
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Php 2:5 ~8 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being

made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point
of death, even death on a cross. (The word “attitude” includes intent, sentiment and mind)

—®= 0] WER — [#HPZK]
1 Emptied His self-honor — “The form of God”
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2 Emptied His self-position — “The equality with God ”
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3 Emptied His self-freedom — “The Likeness of men”
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4 Emptied His self-pride — “Humbled Himself”
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5 Emptied His self-will —“Obedient”
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6 Emptied His self-life —<“To the point of death”
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Emptied His self-reservation -“Even death on a cross”
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(Il) The word of the cross is the power of God and the wisdom of God
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1Co 1:18, 22~24 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved
it is the power of God. ...For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom,; but we preach Christ

crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
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(IV) The Salvation of the cross—To die with Christ

1 Christ’s substitute death on the cross sets us free from the judgment of God and justifies us
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2Co05:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness
of God in Him.

2 “Death with Christ” on the cross sets us free from the old self to live out Christ
6~10

Rom 6:6~10 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be
done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin.  Now if
we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been
raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. For the death that He died,
He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.
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Gal 2:20 1 have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
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(IV) The experience of “death with Christ” on the cross manifests the surpassing
greatness of God’ s power
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Eph 1:19~21 And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance

with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead
and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,

and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.
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1  That the life of Jesus may be manifested in our body
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2Co 7~10 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of
God and not from ourselves; we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the body the dying of

Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.
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That the life of Jesus may work in others
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2Co 12 So death works in us, but life in you.
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